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: By Art Buchwald

- "Phe “Why Arc We in Vietnam Committee,” othmvﬁse
known as WAWIVNC, held its monthly meetmd at the
State Depar tment Jast weck, and for the first time there
‘was en air of pessimism in the room. As everyone
knows, WAWIVNC was set up many yecars ago 1o

- provide Presidents of the United States with solid
yeasons for American involvement in Vietnam.

Some of the reasons the commitiee has come up with
in the past are: -
'A To halt Communist agglos%n from the nmth
* B, To let Red China know we mean business,
C. To prevent Southeast Asian countries from fallmd
llhe dominoes.
J.D. To keep Amcrican boys hom having lo fight on
" the shores of IHawali
E. To prove to Hanoi we arc not a helpless gwnt
© ¥, To make sure the South Vietnamese people can
choose their own leaders in Democratic clections, This
last one was everyone’s favorite, President Nizon kept
repeating it in every speech about Indo-China. Secretary
of State Rogers, Ambassador Illsworth Bunker in
Saigon, and Ambassador David Bruce in Paris, all said
the same thing: “The United States wants nothmgj for

C“itself. 1t is -only in South Vietnam o, assure that the
peanla there can decide their own fatr* ,

You can imagine what happencd at the WAWIVT\C
“gaeceting when they were informed that President Thieu

would be the only one on the hallot in the presidential
elections on Oct. 3

The chairman of the cmmmttcc said “Gentlemen, I‘
have just heard from President Nixon, Ile is very
disappointed that no one has chosen to run against
President Thieu and is once again hard put to cxplain
what.the United States is doing in Vietnam.”

“Well, it isn’t our {fault that Vice President Ky
wouldn’t run against Thieu, or that General Minh bowed
out of the race wecks ago,” an assistant secretary of
public. affairs said. ‘

“How did we know that Thieu would rig the elections
so badly that even the opposition would see through
him?”’ a USIA psychological.warfare expert said.

“Thicu should have warned Ky and Minh that they
either had to run against him in democratic elections
or they would be shot " a CIA man said. ’
. “Thal’s not the point, gcntlemcn " the chairman of
=the committee said, “The fact is that Thieu is running
1a10nc This is nol our concern except 1hdt since it’s now
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difficult for President Nixon to defend the American
presence in Vietnam to guarantee free clections, we

have to find him another reason to explain why we
are still there. Now think.”

“Suppose,” an AID man said, “the President says ‘he ,
reason we are in Vietnam is o pxotﬂct {he Amer 1can'

dollar?”
“I don't follow you

~ “Well, we all know every high official in the South
Vietnamese government has a secrct Swiss bank
. account where he has stashed away millions of dollars,

Now, if these officials fraded their dollars in Switzer-

land for marks or French francs while the dollar is

floating it could hurt us hadly.”

“put as Jong as we remain in South Vietnam these
officials will have faith in us and will keep their dollars
in Swilzerland.” “IUs too complicated,” the cheirman
said. “I want something sunple

“Suppose we say we're in Vielnam because we mtst

said.
There was dead silence in the 1oom

Finally the chairman said, “‘there has {9 he a reason

that no one has yet thought of.” .

A Stale Department man scribbled somoething on a
sheet of paper and then raised his hand. “This is it.
The President must go on television tomorrow night

and k‘ﬂ he American peﬁt‘lo Ul” “f‘l‘y lcavuh WE ai'd Ju'

Vletnam is because il's there.” . :
. © 1871, Y.os Angeles Times. L
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protect frecdom wherever it is found,” a Pentavon man
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FRBRUARY, 1968

bj' John B. Henry 11 ' .

Inthe spring of 1970 ]ohn' Henry, then a junior

‘at Havvard, began, on an “off the record” basis,

interviewing the main civilian and military offi-
cials of the Johnson Administration. M. Henry
had an undergraduate honors thesis to write, He
wanted to explove in depth how ULS. policy-makers
in February and March of 1968 reached a number
of critical decisions, culminating in President
Johnson's announcement of his political retire-
ment. The result is & narrative reconstruction of

. how U.S. policy was made from the time of the

Communist Tet offensive (Jenuary 3O—I3cbmm‘y 4
1968) up to the President’s specch of Mairch 3
1968.

FOREIGN POLICY believes that the Hem*)
interviews add an important dimension to our
knowledge of the history of the period by shedding
new light” on the motivations and behavior ,of
U.S. policy-makers. Therefore we are presenting
a significant portion of the 35,000 word -Henry
thesis, covering military decision-making during
February, " 1968. Persons divectly quoted in this
article have given the author permission for such

-quotation. Further parts of the Henvy study are to

be published in The Adantic Momhly ~~The
Ednozs

1. The Tet Offensive
On February 3, four days after the outbreak

of the Tet offensive, President Johnson told
General Wheeler, Chairman of the Joint

LChicfs of Stafl (jes), to ask General West-

moreland “if there is any reinforcement or

‘help we can give you.” In public, Johnson

said that the Tet offensive was a failure for
the Communists; but in private he prodded
the U.S. military for reassurance. Wheeler
cabled the President’s question to Saigon,
adding a note of special concern about the
U.S. garrison besieged at Khesanh.,

Since carly 1966 Westmoreland’s strategy
‘had been to divide military responsibilities

between American and South Vietnamesc

forces. U.S. forces conducted most offensive
operations against the “bully boys™ (the
‘North Vietnamese and Vietcong main force
units), thereby constituting a “shield’” behind

ing

“result, Westmorcland’s campaign plans fos

-concentrate on the takeover of a South

his attacks.
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the “termites” (Victcong guerrillas).
When the enemy simultaneously assaulted
most of the citics in South Vietnam at Tet,
Westmoreland was forced to redeploy his
troops in order to compensate for the ARvN'S
failure to provide adequate protection. As a

1968 were severely disrupted.

Westmoreland reported to \V'mhmgton th at
the encmy had dealt the v a “severe blow”
by bringing the war to the towns and cities
and thus inflicting costly damage and casu-
alties on the population. cia reported that
the enemy intended to instigate a popular
uprising in Scouth Vietnam, and that the
Vietcong were spreading the.rumor that the
Americans supported ve efforts since the
Americans wanted to stop the war through

T encouragemaent 0{ a COZ\IiU'OYI government. :

; Back in Washington, news of the stunned

South  Vietnamcse government and the

enemy’s costly assaults on the citiecs had

caused serious worry, If things continued to

get worse, a shaky South Vietnamese govern- .

ment might fall. and be succeeded. by coali- . ‘
tionists, jeopardizing American goals in

Vietnam. President Johnson and his advisers

also had another fear: that the enemy might

Victnamese city, run up a North Vietnamese
flag, and proclaim to an attentive world the -
first liberated zone and the true capital .
‘of South Vietnam. On February 8, in a mes-
sage to Westinoreland, Wheeler .expressed
Washington’s fear of a forced coalition gov-
ernment: »

+ There is a theory, which could be logical,
that over-all enemy strategy is to attack and
atttite the arvN and thereby destroying
them and ultimately gaining acceptance by
the people of the coalition government
which would request the withdrawal of
U.S. forces in South Vietnam.!

After five days of heavy fighting, West
moreland had rooted out the enemy from
most of the citics it had occupied. At this
point, he indulged in a guarded optimism-—an
optimism that was to characierize all of his
subsequent messages to . Washington. On’

‘February 4, in a message to Wheeler, West-

moreland stated that the “encmy has failed in
his objectives and has not been able to sustain
Thus, he has demonstrated the
lack of a basic capahility to do s0.”) Westmore-
land indicated that he considered the grearest
threay existed in 1 Corps—the mnorthern : .
provinces—where he accorded the enemy the
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trate on providing arca security and eradicat- accordance withy this estimate, he informed



